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Note from the President                                     

Happy July everyone, it was good to see everyone again.   We have lots going on this summer 

and hope to see a lot more of you.   Starting with the July 4th parade.   This running board is an 

excellent tool to learn about the happenings in the club and Russell does an excellent job of 

keeping it up to date.  It is a lot of work, and we should be sure to let him know that his efforts 

do not go unnoticed.   He can’t do it all and we relied on Sparky to keep up with the local events 

and communicate them to Russell and the club.   Sparky unfortunately is having to step down 

from her Board of Director duties as well as our local events coordinator leaving a large void in 

the club.   Her health has taken a turn for the worse and she just can’t do it any longer.   We 

need to find a replacement for the local events coordinator.  If you think you are up for the job, 

please call or email me.    

As a reminder, I will not be at the next meeting.   I will be attending Ragbrai (bike ride across IA) 

that week and unfortunately will not get to see your smiling faces; eat all the good cookies, and 

fresh-from-the-garden munchies.    I have no doubt that I am leaving you in good hands as our 

VP (Bill Barr) will be running the show at July’s meeting.   

Remember, they are called “Victory Wagons”  

 

    

 

 

 

                  Casey Cawthon  



                          

 

 

              Mark Your Calendars! 
Monthly meetings are held on the 4th Sunday at the “The Landmark” 2920 Lee Street   

The next meeting will be on July 23rd,2023. 
 The Board will meet at 2:00 PM followed by the membership at 3:00 PM. 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Club Activities  

July 4th Parade Members wishing to drive their cars in the 
parade, staging will be at Family Fellowship at 1-30 & 

Division. 

Convertibles are needed for DAR (Daughters of the 
American Revolution) Stage at east end of Park Street 

(1000 block) 

 

 

 

 



Roster Update and New Members 

No new members this month                                         

                                                                    

 

                                

 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 

  

   The next newsletter deadline is the first of the month, August 1st, 2023.  

Any member can be a reporter. If you have a story you would like to submit   

                Please contact Russell Gray   rgray@geusnet.com  

 

                                                                           

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

At the July 2023 Meeting,  

Nametag Winner Russell Gray 

The “I drove my Old Car” Winner Alice Parsons 

Birthday Winner Harold Wyatt 

 

mailto:rgray@geusnet.com


                                               SUNSHINE REPORT  

Our prayers are with those who are working hard to recover, and  

a special prayer for those who have obstacles to overcome. 

John Martyn should be released from Rehab by the time you see this. 

Grace Lyons has a new left shoulder joint. 

Please contact the Sunshine committee Alice Parsons, 903-450-0432 with 

information on anyone has something positive to celebrate or who is ill or who a 

death in the family. 

Area Car Shows Cruise in’s Cars & Coffee 

EVENT INFORMATION IS ALWAYS SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

Monthly Events 

1st Saturday 8 AM Greenville Cars & Coffee @ The Church at 

River Oaks 5903 Joe Ramsey Blvd. (Thru November) 

1st Sunday @ 5PM Cooper Car Meet @ Cooper Square (they 

keep changing the time on this one)   

3rd Saturday(summer hours) 7 PM @ Braum’s in Commerce 

3rd Sunday Celeste Cruise in 3rd Sunday each month @ 5 PM 

May-October. January -April start time will be 3 PM in 

Downtown Celeste on both sides of the square. 

Last Saturday 8 AM Sulphur Springs Cars & Coffee Downtown 

Sulphur Springs @ 1st Baptist Church parking lot (Thru October) 

4th Sunday 5PM Leonard Cruise Leonard square(Till November) 



Other Events 

 

 

 

More info below



 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 





Pictures from the swap meet workers banquet June 10th @ 

Charlies in Farmersville 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 



                      

                   Feature Car of the Month 

 

This month’s feature car belongs to Troy and Alice Parsons. This is not a 

kit car. It is a 1986 Zimmer Quicksilver, converted from a Pontiac Fiero. 

The internet tells us all kinds of production numbers, but it is certainly 

rare. Troy says this is number 34 of 36 in 1986. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The article below shamelessly stolen from Hagerty 

Zimmer Quicksilver: Cool neoclassic or 

expensive Fiero? 

The name Zimmer may not register with many car enthusiasts these days, but back in the 1980s, Zimmer 

was a big name in the neoclassic industry. Neoclassic, you ask? That moniker applies to a subset of 

vehicles built in the ’70s and ’80s which have a striking resemblance to the Mercedes-Benz SSK. Founded 

in 1978, Zimmer found success with its flagship Golden Spirit, which was based on a Ford Mustang 

chassis and drivetrain. 

By 1984 Zimmer had expanded its line to include the Quicksilver, a take on the modern luxury car. Like 

Stutz a little more than 10 years prior, Zimmer used a Pontiac base and topped it off with a radical 

redesign. Instead of a Grand Prix, though, Zimmer used the new V-6 Fiero to underpin the Quicksilver. 

Little was left untouched, and the car was lengthened 28 inches overall. The body was reworked to an 

extent that leaves it unrecognizable as a Pontiac. If you stare at it long enough, it resembles a Lincoln Mk 

VIII designed by Tim Burton after a few highballs too many. Zimmer completely reworked the interior to 

the standard of luxury you would expect for a price tag of $48,000. That’s right, kids—the Quicksilver 

costs nearly four times that of a base Fiero. Whether or not it is four times the car is certainly a 

conversation up for healthy debate. Zimmer claims to have built 170 units, making these oddities rare.  

 

https://www.hagerty.com/articles-videos/articles/2014/10/23/neo-classics


                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                       Swap Meet News 

By the time you read this, we will have celebrated the Fourth of July, enjoyed some fireworks 

and hopefully had the opportunity to participate in a parade or two. Your swap meet committee 

has been hard at work as well, remapping spaces, submitting advertising and working on new 

sponsors for the Fall Swap Meet to be held September 14,15 and 16, 2023. Your committee 

members will soon be assembling their teams and scheduling workdays, and as always, please 

join in to help with this important event when called upon. 

 

Thanks for all you do, 

Bob Arrington 

Incredible Story of the Very First Camaro       

Ever Built 

If there were wallflowers among vintage pony cars, they would be the bare-bones six-cylinder 

coupes with three-speed column-shift manual transmissions. We’re talking about cars in demure 

colors with scant options that are panned by collectors, who tend to obsess over big-block 

engines, scoops and stripes, bright paint and rare features. 

That makes Corey Lawson’s 1967 Camaro all the more extraordinary. This relatively plain-Jane 

Chevy not only has an exceptional history – it was the first Camaro ever built – but it is now 

enshrined in the National Historic Vehicle Register. It has been painstakingly photographed and 

documented for long-term preservation in the Library of Congress, becoming a reference 

standard for posterity. 

The Lawson car’s recognition is even more striking because of its lost-and-found provenance 

and a restoration undertaken by amateurs, not by an automaker with unlimited resources or by a 

billionaire collector who has white-glove marque experts on speed dial. 

Still bearing its VIN plate of N100001, the first Camaro has been repainted in its original 

Granada Gold with a restored gold interior. It remains equipped as simply as it was on Aug. 25, 

1966, the day General Motors unveiled its new line of sporty cars at the Sheraton-Cadillac Hotel 

in Detroit: whitewall tires, push-button AM radio, front antenna and deluxe seat belts. 

The car’s long, strange trip from a G.M. factory in Norwood, Ohio, where it was assembled by 

hand in secret, to a triumphant Detroit homecoming, is a tale worthy of a Hollywood screenplay. 

In August 2016, Camaro No. 1 reigned over the Woodward Dream Cruise, viewed by tens of 

thousands who passed by its Jewel Box enclosure. 

 

 



Lawson’s son, Logan, was instrumental in the rediscovery and resurrection of the first Camaro. 

In 2009 when he was just 13, Logan came across some online posts about a car for sale that 

hinted at the possibility of being the first Camaro. He and his father, who owns a carwash 

business in Hutchinson, Kan., went to Oklahoma for a look. After noting various signs that the 

car had been hand-built – and that holes for nameplates hadn’t been drilled – Corey bought the 

car. 

His teenage son set out to trace that car’s history and the other preproduction “pilot cars,” 

receiving help from Philip Borris, author of a book, “Echoes of Norwood,” about the plant where 

Camaros were assembled as of August 1966. Logan’s research is recounted in detail at 

pilotcarregistry.com. 

According to Logan’s research, of the 52 Camaro prototypes, a dealer in Yukon, Okla., R.T. 

Ayers Chevrolet, bought Nos. 1, 36 and 49 for marketing purposes, and the first Camaro 

remained on display in the showroom for more than two years. Ayers sold VIN N100001 in 

April 1969 to a woman who may have been a family friend – for the full original sticker price. 

The car then passed to a used car dealership in Frederick, Okla., which sold it to a local man who 

bought it for his teenage son. 

After the son died in 1982 at age 23, the car ended up with Al Tepke of Oklahoma City, and it 

was pressed into service for drag racing. Although he removed many of the stock parts, Tepke 

carefully tucked them away – a measure that proved a godsend in the car’s eventual preservation. 

As a race car, the Camaro was “driven and owned by multiple participants,” according to the 

registry, and its historical significance appears to have been overlooked by the time it went into 

storage in the 1980s.  A man in Norman, Okla., bought the car for $2,500 in 2009, and a VIN 

check for an insurance agent provided a clue to its unique status. 

But hard times forced the owner to offer it for sale before long. After taking possession of the 

Camaro, the Logans tracked the missing original parts to a packed warehouse; they bought the 

entire inventory, then sorted through the contents to find the pieces that belonged to their car. 

The Camaro’s exhaustive restoration, begun in late 2012, was finished in 2014. 

Camaro VIN N100001 is the 15th car recognized on the National Historic Vehicle Register, a 

program developed in conjunction with the U.S. Department of the Interior that celebrates 

specific automobiles with historic and cultural significance. 

Among the 14 cars previously accepted to the registry are the 1947 Tucker 48 Prototype, known 

as the Tin Goose; a 1918 Cadillac Type 57 that served as a support vehicle in World War I; 

President Taft’s 1909 White steam car; and the 1964 Meyers Manx dune buggy known as Old 

Red. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Always Wear Underwear… 

Always wear underwear in public, especially when working under your 

vehicle.  From the local paper comes this story of a Brisbane couple who drove 

their car to the shopping center, only to have their car break down in the car park.  

The man told his wife to carry on with the shopping while he fixed the car. 

 The wife returned later to see a small group of people near the car.  On 

closer inspection, she saw a pair of hairy legs protruding from under the chassis. 

 Unfortunately, although the man was in shorts, his lack of underpants 

turned his private parts into glaringly public ones.  Unable to stand the 

embarrassment, she dutifully tucked everything back into place. 

 On regaining her, she looked across the bonnet and found herself staring at 

her husband who was standing idly by watching. 

 The mechanic, however, had to have three stitches in his forehead.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         Who has used one of these? 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          


